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| fell in to a phallic twisted spire.| went down, down, down....

Now that the US Green Building Council's annual conference, GreenBuild, has finally wound down, | thought it
might be a good time to look at the city.

Believe it or not Chicago built its first skyscraper over 122 years ago, so the city isn't new to revolutionary design
(and while I'm sure there is a ton of residential work taking place, I'm going to concentrate on corporate

commercial). And the city is going green crazy. Chicago now boasts 200 developments either registered or certified
as LEED buildings.

So what do they have to offer?

For starters, there's 111 South Wacker. It became Chicago's first Gold LEED-ClI certified tower in 2005.The 51-story,
blue-glass, 1.3 million-square-foot office building has the LEED basics: energy-efficient lighting, healthy paints and
carpeting, and locally sourced materials. It sits on the site of the former U.S. Gypsum Building and unfortunately,
previous plans to use the existing building's supports were scrapped in favor of a full demolition.

The Sears Tower and the Merchandise Mart are prepped for LEED certification, thanks to the Mayor and President
Clinton.Their aim is to show that most buildings, regardless of age, can be retrofitted to accept green accessories.
With Merchandise Mart laying it's foundation almost 80 years ago, this will be a project to watch. Not to mention,
the building has it's own zip code (seriously, 60654). How do you green that much space?!?! Plans are already in the
work to start construction on a green roof and | can't wait to see what will happen to Chicago's other landmark
buildings.



