DESIGNER’S EYE

with MERILEE ELLIOTT
Dear Designer’s Eye, T —
Here is the design S et
challenge for my liv- it '
ing room, which is 25
Jeet by 15 feet with
hardwood floors, a
[ireplace and patio
door. We are a family
of four with two
teenage boys. The liv-
ing room should be a
- place where we can
read, reflect and
study that gives us
time away from the
TV, yet is comfortable
to visit with company.
What do you suggest
Jor window treat-
ments and color selec-
“tion? Do I buy a sofa
and loveseat and NED®
Yokt cliect adidition. DESIGNER’S SUGGESTIONS
e done to the other act width of the entire window. Have a cushion made
half of the space? A T et e o o
desk? European radiators that are wall-mounted, very slim
- and come in 50 different colors to match your
-Not sure. Great idea to painted walls. You will save lots of floor space.
~add the Designer's 2. Treat the window covering as one big window
- E}.e_f instead of three separate windows. :rhis w'ililmake
e them appear larger and the room brighter. Side pan-
—Carolyn O’Connell els should flank the window seat and be off the glass
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bay window

as much as possible to let in the most daylight. In
the bay window, use sheers to the top of the radiator
and side panels to the floor,

anything that might slip. It's also an extra seat!

5. Paint the back of the bookcases an accent color.
This will add interest and depth. Lean a painting in
front of the mirror over the fireplace. The art will
warm up the room,

3. Divide the room into three seating zones.
Have a cozy grouping in front of the fireplace for
reading and relaxing. The bay window seats two for
a laptop station, or light dining and snacking. The
square table at 30 inches high is perfect for games or
@ work surface. You'd have seating for 10,

&. Use an upholstered ottoman in front of the sofa
for putting your feet up. Put a tray on top to hold

I hope this sets you off in the right direction,
Carolyn.
Sincerely,
Merilee Ellioti
Designer/owner of Shap the Showrooms.
Reach her at www.shoptheshowrooms.com.
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ENJOYING YOUR PERS

Reader Carolyn O’Connell
gets a solution from Merilee Eliott

in Designer’s Eye — a partnership of the
Merchandise Mart and Sun-Times.
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